Judgement on believers

1Co 3:5-17

Explaining the nature of the leaders’ ministry

The discussion in 1Co 3:5-17 is on the division in the Corinthian church, which is a result of
misunderstanding the leaders’ role in ministry which Paul clarifies. He uses two metaphors
and the first is a cultivated field (5-7). Converts are like crops where the most vital outcome
is growth. As this is given by God, all credits are His. In this respect, Paul and Apollos are
nothing but mere servants, helping them to believe. The word “believe” in v5 in the context is
clearly more than converting but to be inducted into the faith. In this process the leaders have
one purpose in v8 namely the growth of believers. However their tasks differ and to explain it
Paul uses the second metaphor of a building (8-12). Firstly their roles are different. Paul the
evangelist plants and lays the foundation which must be Christ, while Apollos the teacher
builds on it (10). Secondly their rewards differ and this will depend on their quality of labour
(8). Gold, silver and precious stones are durable materials typifying biblical truths built into
believers’ lives while faulty teachings are the hay and straws. In this process, exemplary
examples are crucial which must be a reason for the call in v10 to do it with care. The quality
of work will be tested by intense fire and reward is offered only if it survives (13-15). It will
occur at Christ’s judgment seat in 2Co. 5:10 but v15 affirms that one’s salvation is not at
stake. A stern warning is given to those destroying the faith of believers, who are God’s
temple (16-17). These are heretics who will be destroyed for apostates will lose their
salvation.

2Co0 5:1-10

The impact of the eternal hope on believers’ lives

In 2Co 4:18, Paul mentions that he looks at eternity for encouragement and now he expands
on it. Using an allegory of earthly dwelling to represent our mortal bodies he affirms that
immortality awaits us in heaven (1-5). However, it must be so real that we long for it (1- 2).
This longing is such that we want to be clothed with immortality and in contrast the word
naked is used to represent mortality (3-4). The longing is intense for we groan but still Paul
says that it is not because we want to be unclothed. So there should be no desire for death but
simply a longing for eternity. God even gives us a pledge in v5 to assure us of immortality
and it is the Holy Spirit. So experiencing Him is a foretaste of heaven. Note in 1Cor. 15:52-
53, the immortal body will only be resurrected on Christ’s return. Some commentators
therefore postulate that the groaning is for this final state but this means a deficient state even
after death until His return. However there is no such picture of lack in Rev. 7:14-17 for
martyred saints in the tribulation awaiting their resurrection of the body. The experience of
immortality clearly begins at death with no feeling of deficiency. This hope has an impact on
the present affecting Paul’s ministry in two ways. First it gives them courage to face the
present difficulties (6-8). The fact that Paul prefers to be absent from the body and at home
with the Lord in v8 shows that there is no feeling of deficiency at death as we await the
resurrection. The second is a desire to please the Lord and this is because after death, we will
be judged for our works (9-10). Salvation is not at stake in the judgment seat of Christ but
only our rewards. Still 1Cor. 3:15 warns us that we will suffer some kind of loss if our works
on earth is not pleasing to Him. Having an eternal perspective in the ministry is crucial but
only possible if we walk by faith (7).



Judgement on unbelievers

Rev 20:11-15

Judgment of the Great White Throne

The final judgment begins with God sitting on the throne (11). So immense will this be that
heaven and earth fled away as if they disappear. Indeed they will pass away as in 21:1 but
v11 is probably poetical for the old earth is subsequently around to release the dead (12-13).
Death and Hades are personified with the former having the body and the latter their souls
where they are dwelling temporally. They are all resurrected and their works recorded in
books will condemn them. As they are not in the book of life, there is no salvation and they
will be thrown into the lake of fire that is the second death (14-15).

Judgement on sheep and goats

Mt 25:31-46

The judgment of the nations for actions on the saints

Mt 25:31-46 records the last prophecy in Jesus’ Mount Oliver Discourse. It is a consoling
reminder that as we wait for His return, the world will be judged by their responses to His
saints. The timing is after His return and His throne is already set up (31-33). All humanity
surviving the tribulation will be gathered under their nations and separated into sheep and
goats. The sheep are those who treated His saints admirably (34-40) in contrast to the goats
who maltreated them (41-46). This principle will be especially significant in the tribulation
when the antichrist will lead the massive persecution against the saints, many of them being
the 144,000 Jews in Rev. 7:4-8.
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